
ECDC signs Memorandum of Understanding with the
Ministry of Health of Ukraine

The agreement establishes a formal cooperation framework
between the ECDC and Ukraine on communicable disease
surveillance, preparedness, and response. It allows Ukraine to
participate as an observer in ECDC networks and align with
EU public-health standards, strengthening health security
across the EU and neighbouring countries. For stakeholders
in health tech, diagnostics, surveillance, and preparedness,
this development signals a deeper integration of Ukraine into
EU-level public health infrastructure and may open new
opportunities for partnerships and regulatory alignment.
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EU and Uzbekistan Sign Landmark Agreement to Deepen
Strategic Partnership and Sustainable Growth

The European Union and Uzbekistan have signed an Enhanced
Partnership and Cooperation Agreement (EPCA), marking a new
stage in their strategic partnership. The accord promotes trade
diversification, sustainable development, and regional
connectivity, while reinforcing peace, rule of law, and respect
for sovereignty. It enhances cooperation in cybersecurity,
counter-terrorism, digital and green connectivity, and critical
raw materials, alongside joint action on climate resilience and
revitalizing the Aral Sea region. It also supports human rights,
governance, and civil society, and backs Uzbekistan’s WTO
accession under the EU’s Global Gateway strategy.

The Road to Green 21: Transforming European agriculture
amid water stress

Farmers in Portugal and Ireland are adapting to growing water
stress by introducing drip irrigation, underground sensors,
buffer zones, and water-reuse systems to manage resources
more efficiently. These innovations reflect a wider EU effort
to make agriculture more resilient to drought and climate
change. The shift is boosting demand for ag-tech, irrigation,
and smart water-management solutions, creating new
opportunities as the EU prioritises restoring the water cycle
and supporting climate-adapted farming through initiatives
like the Farm to Fork and Water Resilience strategies.

Eurosystem moving to next phase of digital euro project

The European Central Bank (ECB) announced that the Euro-
system is moving to the next phase of its digital-euro project,
preparing technical readiness for first issuance, with pilot
exercise potentially starting in 2027 and first issuance by
2029.
Fintech, payments, blockchain and digital-currency
businesses are going to be highly affected. The digital euro
increases competition but also opens new infrastructures,
partnerships and regulatory entry points.

The Council of the European Union approved a regulation
establishing a framework for compulsory licensing in crisis
situations, allowing intellectual-property rights (such as
patents for vaccines or protective equipment) to be used
without consent of the rights-holder when voluntary
agreements fail.
Firms in pharmaceuticals, biotech and medical devices
should monitor how this may alter market access, licensing
deals, IP negotiations and crisis-supply chain dynamics in the
EU.

India-EU free trade agreement now at 50% progress

Negotiations between the EU and India on a Free Trade
Agreement (FTA) have reached a key milestone, with 10 of 20
chapters reportedly concluded, and 4–5 more agreed in
principle as of 30 October 2025. Implication: This signals
serious commitment from both sides to deepen economic
ties; businesses in sectors like manufacturing, services,
digital trade or investment should start aligning for potential
shifts in tariffs, rules of origin and regulatory alignment.

Crisis preparedness: Council approves framework for
compulsory licensing in crisis situations
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