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Spain’s Teresa Ribera was approved as European Commissioner
for Competition and Vice-President for a Clean, Fair and
Competitive Transition, despite opposition from her country’s
Partido Popular (PP), which criticized her handling of the Valencia
floods. Ribera countered by blaming the regional PP-led
government for response failures. The European People's Party
(EPP) ultimately backed Ribera after she addressed parliament,
overriding PP objections. The approval followed complex
negotiations, including a quid pro quo supporting far-right Italian
candidate Raffaele Fitto, reflecting ideological tensions in the
EU’s leadership process.

The rapid evolution of neurotechnologies is testing existing EU
legal frameworks, particularly regarding mental privacy, data
consent and ethical governance. An ICFG event highlighted the
need for a comprehensive, proactive EU strategy to govern these
technologies, emphasizing mental privacy, individual autonomy
and freedom of thought. While some experts argued current
rights suffice, all agreed on the importance of integrating ethics
early, engaging diverse stakeholders and fostering responsible
innovation. The debate underscored the urgency of regulating
brain data, addressing potential gaps and ensuring equitable
access to neurotechnological advancements. 

The 2024-2029 POLITICO Health Care Summit, held in Brussels on
November 19-20, brought together policymakers, industry experts
and medical professionals to discuss the future of Europe’s
Health Union under new EU leadership. Amid challenges such as
an ageing population, workforce shortages, drug access and
technological advancements, the summit explored key issues
including healthcare access, competitiveness and preparedness
for emerging health crises. Focused on innovation in digital
health and post-COVID strategies, the summit aimed to shape
Europe’s healthcare landscape, ensuring it remains resilient and
future-ready. 

The EU and Singapore have signed an Administrative
Arrangement to enhance cooperation between the EU's AI Office
and Singapore's AI Safety Institute. This partnership aims to
promote safe, trustworthy and human-centric AI through joint
testing, research and knowledge-sharing. Building on the 2023
EU-Singapore Digital Partnership, it focuses on addressing
challenges posed by general-purpose AI models and advancing
best practices and standards. Margrethe Vestager highlighted the
shared goal of ensuring AI aligns with human values while
minimizing risks, stressing that knowledge exchange would foster
safer innovation. This agreement strengthens EU-Singapore
collaboration on AI safety.

European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen
commemorated 1,000 days of Ukraine’s resistance to Russia’s
invasion, praising its resilience and pledging unwavering support.
The EU and G7 committed €50 billion and $50 billion in aid, with
frozen Russian assets funding military production and energy
repairs. Von der Leyen also announced €65 million for a school
meal initiative by Ukraine's First Lady, highlighting the
importance of safeguarding Ukraine’s children and future. She
reaffirmed Ukraine’s EU aspirations, applauding its progress amid
war and declaring “Your freedom is our freedom. Our Union is your
home.”

Shaping the Future of Europe’s Health Union

The European Commission, Spain, Lithuania and Austria
announced significant funding for renewable hydrogen projects
under the European Hydrogen Bank’s ‘Auctions-as-a-Service’
scheme. The initiative combines €1.2 billion from the EU
Innovation Fund with over €700 million in national funding,
mobilizing around €2 billion to advance clean hydrogen
production. Spain allocated up to €400 million, Lithuania €36
million and Austria €400 million, aligning with their national
energy and climate goals. The scheme supports hydrogen
projects with a 10-year fixed premium to bridge the cost gap
between production and market prices, fostering decarbonization
and industrial competitiveness across the EU.
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